January 4, 2026

Mass Intentions
Saturday, January 3 ~ Epiphany of the Lord/Vigil
5:30 PM Norma Lepore
Sunday, January 4 ~ Epiphany of the Lord

9:30 AM Maria Jablonska, Bruce Fox
Monday, January 5

9:00 AM Diane Hriniak/healing
Wednesday, January 7

9:00 AM The People of the Parish
Friday, January 9

9:00 AM

Saturday, January 10 ~ The Baptism of the Lord/Vigil
5:30 PM

Sunday, January 11 ~ The Baptism of the Lord
9:30 AM Penny Rose, Tadeusz (Ted) Pacula

Epiphany of the Lord

Looking Ahead

A.A. Meetings
Thursday 6:30 PM Sunday 3:30 PM

Tuesday, January 6
Religious Education Classes, 6:30-7:30 PM

Monday, January 12
Parish Council Meeting ~ 7:00 PM

Ministers of the Word
Saturday, 10 ~ The Baptism of the Lord/Vigil
5:30 PM Eileen Ernst
Sunday, January 11 ~ The Baptism of the Lord
9:30 AM Tom Troy

Tuesday, January 13
Religious Education Classes, 6:30-7:30 PM

Eucaristic Ministers
Saturday, January 10 ~ The Baptism of the Lord/Vigil
5:30 PM Joe Herschel (a), Brendan Kenedy (c)
Sunday, January 11 ~ The Baptism of the Lord
9:30 AM Liz Klimczak (a), Lia Dyer (c)

Tuesday, January 20
Religious Education Classes, 6:30-7:30 PM

Tuesday, January 27

Pray For Those Who Are Sick

Marion Andersen, Bridget Auer, Joanna Bach, Rob Brosnan,

Sr. Margaret Ellen Burke, S.C., Brian Cross, Nicole Dawson,
Quinn Desibia, Anna & Michael DiMare, Marie DiMare,
Marie Elena DiMare, Drew, Anna Gallo, Rocco Gallo, Kirk Haarklau,
Margaret Hale, Linda Hembree, Diane Hriniak, Mike Hurd,

Fr. Joe Komonchak, MaryEllen Malone, Mark, Rob Marsh,
Julia Oparski, Marianna Oparski, Frank & Carol Orlando,
Brittany Osborne, Sal Rappo, Helen Ryan, Fran Salewski,
Deacon & Fran Trapani, Terry Waterson

Religious Education Classes, 6:30-7:30 PM

Tuesday, February 3
Religious Education Class Family Night
6:30 to 8:00 PM

In his letter to the Ephesians, St. Paul wrote . . .
“Surely you have heard about the administration

Pray For Those Who Serve
Alexandria Baker-Bonitz (Navy)  Dylan Bonitz (Navy)
Juan Gonzales (Navy)  Joshua Aaron Gross (MP - Deployed)
Kaila McGowan (Marines)

Robert Pape-Laucella (Marines)  Joseph Ruize (Navy)
Pasko Shkreli (4rmy) Carissa Tironi (Army)
Nicholas Turner (Army) Elliott Weidel (Marines)

of God’s grace that was given to me for you, that
is, the mystery made known to me by revela-
tion, as | have already written briefly, which was
not made known to people in other generations as
it has now been revealed by the Spirit to God’s
holy apostles and prophets. This mystery is that
through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together

Pray for Residents of Facilities

Brad Ceriale, Ann Clouse, Gina Lempka, Fran Salamone,
Sue Schmaus, Elissa Zahn, Vickie Zedda

with Israel, members together of one body, and
sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus.”
Ephesians 3:2-3, 5-6
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a century.

Today’s Scripture Readings
Isaiah 6:1-6
Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6
Matthew 2:1-12

LIVING THE LITURGY:

THE MAGI FOREIGNERS

The struggle to recognize an equal dignity in those
who are not like us is a very human one. In the early
Church, at first predominantly Jewish, there was a
struggle to welcome Gentile be-
lievers. Yet the final words of the
risen Christ in the Gospel of Saint
Matthew is to go and make disci-
ples of all nations. This all-
inclusive mission is already fore-
shadowed in the Gospel reading
today where visitors from the East
are the first to do homage to Jesus.

The term magi originally referred to a caste of Per-
sian priests. They were not kings themselves but served
their kings with skills such as interpreting dreams and
interpreting the stars. In the Gospel Reading today, it is
a star that leads them to seek and recognize Jesus. In so
doing they foreshadowed the way Gentiles will flock
to the Christian communities, bearing gifts of their
presence.

The Magi would have been considered foreigners in
Bethlehem. Like the unlikely shepherds in Saint Luke’s
Gospel, the first people to encounter the newborn Je-
sus are a group of outsiders. In this way, God goes be-
yond our human-made divisions and distinctions. Paul
emphasizes this in his Letter to the Ephesians, saying,
“The Gentiles are co-heirs, members of the same body,
and co-partners in the promise in Christ Jesus through
the Gospel.”

While today we may have no trouble in welcoming
Gentiles, there are other obstacles to face. What
welcome is given to people of different races? From
different countries? It may be difficult to face our
prejudices and dismantle them, but it is possible to do
so with the help of the Holy Spirit who continues to
reveal the unity of all in the body of Christ.

God was presented to the Magi by the Star of
Bethlehem but is present to each of us now in different
ways. Where do you see God most clearly? Where do
you find it difficult to recognize God’s presence?

As we stand on the threshold of a new year,
we come before You with hearts full of gratitude
for the blessings of the past and hope for the future.
We lift our voices in prayer, seeking Your divine
presence and guidance in the days that lie ahead.

Lord Jesus, we thank You for the gift of life and
the countless blessings You have bestowed upon us.
As we enter into this new year, we humbly ask for
Your abundant grace to be upon us. Grant us the
wisdom to make righteous choices, the strength to face
challenges, and the courage to follow Your path.

Heavenly Father, we pray for the precious gift of peace
in our lives and in the world around us. May Your peace,
which surpasses all understanding, guard our hearts and
minds in Christ Jesus. Let Your calming presence
be felt in our homes, communities, and nations.
Bring reconciliation where there is discord,
understanding where there is confusion,
and unity where there is division.

Lord, we also lift up our physical and mental well-being
to You. In the name of Jesus, we ask for Your healing
touch to rest upon those who are facing illnesses or
challenges to their health. Strengthen their bodies,
comfort their spirits, and grant them the assurance
of Your love and care. May the year ahead be marked
by a renewed sense of vitality and health.

We entrust our plans, dreams, and aspirations for the
coming year into Your hands, O Lord. May everything
we do be guided by Your will and directed towards
Your glory. Help us to be a source of love, compassion,
and encouragement to those around us.

In Jesus’ name, we pray. C/ﬂnen/



https://bible.usccb.org/bible/ephesians/3?2
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/2?1

