
     Would you like to play Saint 

Joseph, the Blessed Mother, the 

Angel Gabriel or another im-

portant role in ourChristmas Eve  

Children’s Pageant? It takes place 

during the 5:30 PM Mass. 

     Children for all roles are need-

ed, or to sing in the special choir.   

Call Mildred Pitt 845-733-4051 or Lynne  

Cawley  845-733-2780 to sign up to participate. 

 

Feast of the  

Immaculate  

Conception 

Monday 

December 8 

Mass at  

9:00 AM 

& 7:00 PM 

 

Bells & Stars 
Please remember to have all gifts 

returned—wrapped and with the 

original tag—no later than Sun-

day, December 14. Thanks to all 

who are participating in some 

way It means so much to the  

children who are the recipients! 

 

Thanks So Much! 
A letter of appreciation has been 
received from the Marilyn Pierce 
Warming Station in Middletown,  
run by the Greater Middletown 
Interfaith Council.. OLA Parish-

ioners and the Ladies Guild have contributed 
significant quantities of all their needed items, 
plus prepared food for a meal.  

Pray for Residents of Facilities 

Brad Ceriale, Ann Clouse, Gina Lempka, Fran Salamone,  

Sue Schmaus, Elissa Zahn, Vicky Zedda 

 

Looking Ahead 
 

A.A. Meetings 
Thursday 6:30 PM          Sunday 3:30 PM 

 
Sunday, December 7  

Christmas 

Brunch  

Hosted by the Ladies Guild  

immediately following  

the 9:30 AM Mass 

 

Thursday, December 11 

Parish Council Meeting at 6:30 PM 

Followed by Annual Christmas Gathering 
 

Tuesday, December 16 

Religious Education Classes~ 6:30-7:30 PM 

 

Said John the Baptist . . . (Matthew 3:11-12) 
 “I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me 

comes one who is more powerful than I, whose sandals 

I am not worthy to carry.  

He will baptize you with the  

Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing 

fork is in his hand, and he will 

clear his threshing floor,  

gathering his wheat into the barn 

and burning up the chaff with  

unquenchable fire.”  

Mass Intentions 
Saturday, December 6 ~ Second Sunday of Advent/Vigil 
 5:30 PM Agnes Ferrone 
Sunday, December 7 ~ Second Sunday of Advent 
 9:30 AM David Oteri 
Monday, December 8 ~ Immaculate Conception 
 9:00 AM Agnes Ferrone 
 7:00 PM Pam Sibley, William & Paula Zahn 
Wednesday, December 10 
 9:00 AM         The People of the Parish 
Friday, December 12 
 9:00 AM  
Saturday, December 13 ~ Third Sunday of Advent/Vigil 
 5:30 PM Dave Barbuti, Richard Cinque 
Sunday, December 14 ~ Third Sunday of Advent 
 9:30 AM  
 

Ministers of the Word 
Monday, December 8 ~ Immaculate Conception 
 9:00 AM Alice Cross 
 7:00 PM Al Ceriale 
Saturday, December 13 ~ Third Sunday of Advent/Vigil 
 5:30 PM Jen Zupetz 
Sunday, December 14 ~ Third Sunday of Advent 
 9:30 AM Eric Halahan 
 

 

Eucaristic Ministers 

Monday, December 8 ~ Immaculate Conception 
 9:00 AM Kathy Fayol 
 7:00 PM Denise Turner (a), Joe Herschl (c) 
Saturday, December 13 ~ Third Sunday of Advent/Vigil 
 5:30 PM Brandon Kennedy (a), Mary Morse (c) 
Sunday, December 14 ~ Third Sunday of Advent 
 9:30 AM Lisa Dyer (a), Liz Klimczak (c) 
 

 

Pray For Those Who Serve 
Alexandria Baker-Bonitz (Navy)     Dylan Bonitz (Navy) 

Juan Gonzales (Navy)     Joshua Aaron Gross (MP - Deployed) 
Kaila McGowan (Marines)         

Robert Pape-Laucella (Marines)     Joseph Ruize (Navy)       
Pasko Shkreli (Army)        Carissa Tironi (Army)    

Nicholas Turner (Army)        Elliott Weidel (Marines) 
 

Pray For Those Who Are Sick 
Marion Andersen, Bridget Auer, Joanna Bach, Rob Brosnan,  

Sr. Margaret Ellen Burke, S.C., Brian Cross, Nicole Dawson,  

Quinn Desibia, Anna & Michael DiMare, Marie DiMare,  

Marie Elena DiMare, Drew, Anna Gallo, Rocco Gallo, Kirk Haarklau,  

Margaret Hale, Linda Hembree, Diane Hriniak, Mike Hurd,  

Fr. Joe Komonchak, MaryEllen Malone, Mark, Rob Marsh, Julia Oparski, 

Marianna Oparski, Frank & Carol Orlando, Brittany Osborne, Sal Rappo, 

Helen Ryan, Fran Salewski, Deacon & Fran Trapani, Terry Waterson 

 

 

 

 
 

Today’s Scripture Readings 

Isaiah 11:1-10  

Romans 15:4-9    
Matthew 3:1-12 

VanInwegen-Kenny Funeral Home 
111 Sullivan St., Wurtsboro       845-888-2731 

Serving families in the greater Bloomingburg area  
for more than a century. 

Please support the businesses  
who advertise here and thank 

them for supporting our Church!  

To advertise, call 1-800-333-3166 
(John Patrick Publishing) 

Living The Liturgy: 
Advent ~ Preparing the Way 

 

Thy Kingdom Come 
 

Throughout history, certain men and women appear striking 
and attractive because of their close connection with God. Saint 
Francis of Assisi was so appealing and loving that he moved thou-
sands during his lifetime to embrace a Gospel way of life. Closer to 
our times, we have been touched by Saint Mother Teresa of Cal-
cutta or Saint Thérèse of Lisieux and their example of giving all 
they had to live as Christ calls us to live. With these two, Saint John 
the Baptist stands out as another person so attractive in what he 
said and how he lived that all the inhabitants of Jerusalem and 
Judea ran out to the desert to hear him and be changed by him. 

In his time, John’s ascetic way of life gave credibility to his 
preaching, not the other way around. In ours, hypocrisy in the 
Church is a counter-witness that drives people away from the love 
of Christ and the truth of the Gospel. We must remember that the 
Church is holy because Christ is holy, not because we are. Indeed, 
without Christ, none of us can truly be holy. Still, we are called to 
follow the way of holiness as best we can. John calls us to repent-
ance and to seek the kingdom of God. Our lives can, like John the 
Baptist, bring people toward Jesus. However, if we are not careful, 
we can also push them away. 

Saint Paul wrote, “May the God of endurance and encourage-
ment grant you to think in harmony with one another, in keeping 
with Christ Jesus” (Rom. 15:5). As we continue this season of Ad-
vent, may we make this prayer our own. Like John, may we be pro-
phetic voices for justice as we build up here the Kingdom of  
Heaven. 

The Responsorial Psalm speaks of the “profound 
peace” that God brings. Where do you need God’s 
peace in your life now, and how can you bring this 

peace to those around you? 

Parish Statistics 
Weekend of November 29 & 30, 2025 

Attendance at Mass: 105 
Regular Collections: $2,259 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/Isaiah/2?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/Romans/13?11
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/24?37

